


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































LEGAL MATTERS 

spiritually qualified and, if employed, is working without resort­

ing to fraudulent means, he may serve as an elder, a ministerial 

servant, or a regular or auxiliary pioneer. When recommendations 

are submitted for such ones to be appointed to serve as elders 

or ministerial servants, their situation should be fully explained 

to the circuit overseer.-See A ddendum to "Shepherd the Flock 

of God"-1 Peter 5:2 for any additional direction that may apply 

locally. 

7. If a publisher makes a request for residency but is later denied 

and remains in the country illegally, he would no longer qualify 

to serve as an elder, a ministerial servant, or a regular or auxil­

iary pioneer. It is also not honest for a publisher to use falsified 

documents of any kind or to submit what he knows to be inac­

curate information when applying to a government agency for a 

certain status or privilege. If the government becomes aware of 

this, the individual may face some sort of sanction on a charge 

of fraud and the congregation could come into disrepute. In such 

cases, further action on the part of the congregation may be nec­

essary. Before proceeding, elders should send a letter to the Ser­

vice Department for direction. However, if one applied for or ob­

tained legal status through such means before coming to an 

accurate knowledge of Scriptural principles, the elders would not 

make this an issue.-1 Cor. 6:11. 

SOCIAL EVENTS 

8. The congregation does not organize or sponsor social events. In­

dividuals who host social events bear personal responsibility for 

what occurs at the event. Such individuals should not state or 

imply that they are acting on behalf of the congregation. They 

should not use terms such as "congregation picnic" or "congre­

gation gathering." (od chap. 13 par. 19) Thus, invitations should 

not be posted on the information board, nor should announce­

ments regarding social events be made from the platform. 
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CH I LD CUSTODY 

9. If publishers become involved in a lawsuit over child custody and 

visitation matters, two elders should contact the Legal Depart­

ment if the answers to all of the following questions are yes: 

(1) Is it evident that the publisher's religious beliefs will be 

at issue? 

(2) Has someone been served with papers to appear in 

court? 

(3) Is the litigation between two biological parents? 

(4) Is the other party to the litigation not one of Jehovah's 

Witnesses? 

(5) Is the publisher in good standing in the congregation? 

-See 2:4. 

CHARITABLE DONATION PROGRAMS 

10. Some charitable donation programs may be acceptable to a 

Christian. The following are brief descriptions and comments 

about their use: 

(1) Matching Donation Programs: In these programs, a 

company agrees to increase or match an individual's 

donation to a charitable organization. The company is 

simply making an additional voluntary contribution. 

Since the donation does not require the congregation's 

active participation, designating a charitable 

organization in a matching donation program is a 

personal decision. Publishers should not initiate such 

an arrangement with the company but may take 

advantage of an established program. 

(2) Volunteer Service Donation Programs: In these 

programs, a donor agrees to make a donation to a 
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charitable organization for which an individual performs 

a required amount of volunteer service. Publishers 

should not designate the branch office or a 

congregation to receive donations as a charitable 

organization for which they do "volunteer service," and 

congregations should not participate in such programs. 

All publishers perform their ministry motivated by their 

dedication to Jehovah and their personal obedience to 

Jesus Christ's command, not in behalf of the 

congregation or any other organization. This is the case 

whether the publisher expends time working on 

construction projects, in relief work, or any other 

activity that advances Kingdom interests. 

(3) Fund-Raising Programs: In these programs a donor 

offers to donate to a designated charitable 

organization based upon an individual's commercial 

activity with the donor. For example, a grocery store 

may agree to donate a percentage of an individual's 

purchases from that store. Frequently, these programs 

require the designated charitable organization to 

participate actively, such as by encouraging individuals 

to do business with the donor. The congregation, 

however, should not promote any type of commercial 

activity or solicit funds. Thus, publishers should not 

designate the branch office or a congregation to 

receive donations from a fund-raising program, and 

congregations should not participate in this type of 

program. 
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A PPENDIX A 

Work Performed at Ki ngdom Ha l ls 
( For  add it iona l d i rect ion on work performed at Ki ngdom Ha l ls ,  see Chapter 21 . )  

Should the 
congregation 

Who provides Who 
Type of Work Definition contact the coordinates 

LDC for 
the funding? 

the work? 
approval? 

Work that i nc l udes such tasks as perform ing 
sched u led i nspect ions ;  adj ust i ng ,  servic i ng ,  or 
c lean i ng exist ing bu i ld ing  e lements a nd/or equ ip-
ment ;  check ing proper operat ion of  equ i pment or 

Scheduled 
f ixtures; or rep lac ing consumable parts at regu la r  
i nterva ls .  No Congregation Congregation 

Maintenance 
Exa m ples :  Replac ing a i r  cond it ion ing f i lters, c lean-
ing  vent i lat ion gr i l les,  rep lac ing l i ght bu lbs ,  check-
ing  p lumb ing f ixtures,  check ing and adj ust ing  door 
hardwa re, check ing exit l i ghts ,  chang ing eng ine o i l  
on lawn mower, touch-up pa int ing .  

Work that is  requ i red to restore an  exist ing bu i ld -
i ng  e lement or p iece of  equ ipment to a n  acceptable 
cond it ion .  Th is may i nvolve replacement of va r ious 

Only if the components, but it  i s  not a com plete replacement Congregation 
of a system, un less it i s  a s im ple replacement of work wil l  cost or Branch Congregation Repair sma l l  i tems that have reached the i r  end of l i fe. more than the Office or LDC 

Exa m ples :  Repa i r ing or rep lac ing l i ght fixtu res or 
target (See 21 :9.) 

s im i l a r  e lements; repa i r ing leak ing toi let cisterns, 
balance 

roof leaks, water heater e lement fa i l u res, or loose 
f loor t i l es .  

Instal lation of 
I nsta l lat ion of video systems when not connected Congregation 

Video Yes Congregation 
Systems with a renovat ion or new construct ion .-See 21 : 37. or LDC 

Work that i nvolves mak ing a ny a lterat ions to the 

Minor 
design of the bu i ld ing ,  perform ing end-of- l i fe re-
placement of a bu i ld i ng  e lement or of bu i ld ing  f in -

Renovations, ishes, or i nsta l l i ng new m i nor equ ipment.  Branch Office Congregation 
Upgrades, Yes 
and New Exa m ples :  Replac ing or i nsta l l i ng carpet ing ,  roof- (See 21:22.) or LDC 

Insta l lations ing (sh ing les ,  t i les,  mem brane) ,  cha i rs/benches, 
a ir cond it ion ing systems, bu i ld ing  f i n ishes, fences, 
park ing lot su rfaces. 

Work that is  requ i red to convert a fac i l ity that is  
not cu rrently considered su itab le i nto one that is  

Major su itab le .  I t  may i nc l ude end-of- l i fe replacements 

Renovations, for mu l t iple bu i ld ing  elements and a ny work that i n -

Upgrades, valves chang ing ,  expa nd ing ,  or mod ifyi ng the pur- Yes Branch Office LDC 
and New pose, use, or des ign i ntent of the fac i l i ty. 

Insta l lations Exa m ples :  Replacement of a l l  or most of the bu i ld -
ing 's f i n ishes or the ent i re roof structure (trusses) 
or moving i nterior or exterior wa l l s .  

New Work that i nvolves construction of a new fac i l ity 
Yes Branch Office LDC Construction or s ign if icant expa nsion of an exist ing bu i ld ing .  
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A 

Accounts 
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expenses 
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c i rcu i t  overseer :  10 : 6-8  
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spea kers : 20 : 5  

K ingdom H a l l :  21 : 20-22 

Ki ngdom Ha l l  Operat i ng Comm i ttee : 
21 : 20 

overs ight :  4 : 2 . 8  

proper use o f  congregat ion funds:  10 :9  

select ion of accounts servant :  1 : 2 . 7  

Ad u ltery 
adu lterous ma rri age :  12 : 10-12 

j ud i c i a l  f i l es :  22 : 26-27 

letters of i ntrod uct ion :  22 :7-8  

a n nounced reproof: 16 :20 . 1  

bea r ing on recom mendat ion as e lder  or  
m i n isteri a l  serva nt :  8 : 8  

confess ion t o  mate :  15 : 14 ;  16 :10 .5 

Scr i ptura l  freedom to rema rry: 12 :71-76 

Anger:  12 :36-37 
Announcements 

a pprova l :  20 :13 

delet ion 

e lder or  m i n isteri a l  serva nt :  8 : 38  

p ioneer :  9 :4  

d isassoc iat ion :  18 :5  

d isfe l lowsh i pp ing :  16 : 29-30 

Memori a l :  20 :12  

re i nstatement : 19 :12  

reproof: 16 : 20-21 

spec ia l  pub l ic  ta l k :  20:12 

unbapt ized pub l isher :  12 :49, 51 ,  54 

wedd ing :  27: 6 . 3  

Apostasy: 12 :39 
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Appea ls 
delet ion :  8 : 39 

d isassoc iat ion :  18 : 6  

d isfe l lowsh i pp ing :  17 

d iscovery of new g rounds for d isfe l ­
lowsh i pp ing :  17: 8 

if a ppea l comm i ttee ag rees with jud i ­
c i a l  com m i ttee : 17:9-10 

i f  a ppea l comm i ttee d isag rees with j u ­
d i c i a l  com m i ttee : 17:11-15 

i nform ing of r ight to a ppea l :  16 :26 .2  

unbapt ized pub l ishers :  12 :53  

Application for Regular Pioneer Service 
(S-205): 9 : 1-3, 9 

Appl icat ions:  22 :29-31 
Appointments 

elder and m i n isteri a l  serva nt : 8 

caut ions before recommend ing  certa i n  
brothers :  8 : 6-11 

ba ptized for many yea rs but on ly 
now being recom mended : 8 : 11 

g u i lty of adu ltery i n  past : 8 : 8  

previously reproved , d i sfel low­
sh i pped , or  d isassoc iated : 8 :7  

sepa rated or unscr iptura l ly d i ­
vorced : 8 : 9  

served i n  a n  a ppoi nted pos it ion i n  
past : 8 : 10 ;  13 : 8  

cong regat ion f i l e :  22 : 19 

cons ider ing Scr i ptura l  qua l i f icat ions:  
8 : 1-5 

pr isoners :  28 : 21 

recom mendat ions between c i rcu i t  
overseer's regu l a r  v is its to congrega­
t ion:  8 : 21 

recom mendat ions d u ri ng c i rcu i t  over­
seer's reg u l a r  v is it  to congregat ion :  
8 : 15-20 

when a ppoi nted brother moves i nto 
congregat ion :  8 : 13 -14 

p ioneer :  9 : 1 -3 ;  28 :21  
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"Are You Ready to Face a 
Faith-Cha l leng ing Med ical Situation?" 
(kmill/90) : 11 : 1  

Assembl ies :  20 :16 
JW Strea m :  20: 27 

mu lt i l a nguage f ie lds :  24 : 24 

pr isons : 28 :20 

room ing :  2 : 3 . 5  

Assistance for needy pub l i shers 
ro le of e lders in determ in i ng :  1 : 2 . 20,  6 . 3  

room i ng for assembl ies and convent ions:  
2 : 3 . 5  

Associat ion with d i sfe l lowsh ipped or d is­
associated ind iv iduals :  12 : 17.1 

Attendants 
a pprova l :  1 : 2 . 8  

d isruptive i nd iv idua ls :  20 :37-38 

overs ight :  3 : 3 .18 

Aud its: 3 :3.20 

B 

Bankruptcy: 8 :29 
Bapt ism 

com mun ica ble d iseases : 11 : 16-17 

mater ia ls  provided by secreta ry: 11 : 1  

meet ing one yea r  a fter 

rem i nder :  4 : 2 .7 

sched u l i ng :  3 : 3 .6  

pr isons : 28 : 15 

review of q uest ions with ca nd idates : 
3 : 3 . 3  

va l i d ity: 12 : 60-62 

Bethel ites, wrongdoing by:  12:43 
B l ind :  5 :2 .4  
Blood 

(See Med ica l  matters) 

Body of e lders 
elders' meet ings :  1 : 1 ,  3-11 

pursue peace:  1 : 12-13 

respons ib i l i t ies :  1 : 2  

Boxing :  12 :37 
Brazen conduct: 12 :16 -17 

dat ing though not Scr i ptura l ly free to 
rema rry: 12 : 17. 2  

INDEX 

pornog ra phy: 13 :4  

sext ing :  14 :30 

unnecessa ry assoc iat ion w ith  d isfe l low­
sh i pped or d isassoc iated i nd iv id ua ls :  
12 : 17. 1  

Bridepr ice :  12 :34 

Broadcast ing systems: 20 :24 

C 

Caus ing d iv is ions: 12 :39.4, 70 

Charitable donation prog rams: 29 :10 

fund-ra is i ng prog ra ms:  29 :10 .3 

match i ng donat ion prog ra ms: 29 :10 .1  

vo l unteer service donat ion prog ra ms:  
29 :10 .2 

Chi ld  abuse: 14 

ch i ld pornog ra phy: 14 :3 ,  10 

cong regat ion cons iderat ions :  14 :11 

f i l i ng :  14 : 25 

i nvest igat ing a l legations :  14 :18 

jud ic i a l  com mi ttee : 14 : 19 ;  16 :11  

lega l  considerat ions :  14 :4 ,  6-10 

pr ison i nmates : 14 :9, 27 

moving to a nother congregat ion :  
14 : 26-27 

not if icat ion by secu l a r  author it ies:  
14 :28 

provid i ng sp i r itua l assista nce : 14 :12-17 

q uest ions asked of newly a ppoi nted 
brothers :  8 : 17  

re i nstatement comm i ttee : 14 : 20-21 ;  
19 : 3  

report ing : 14 :4 ,  6-10 

restr ict ions :  14 : 22-24 

sext ing :  14 :3 ,  10, 30 

sexua l  m iscond uct i nvo lv ing on ly m i nors :  
14 : 29-30 

Chi ld custody: 29:9 

Circuit overseer 

accom modations a nd mea ls :  10 : 2-5 

expenses d u ri ng  week of vis it :  10 :6 -8  

meeti ng with e lders d u ri ng v is it : 1 :4  

meeti ngs of  g roup d u ri ng  v is i t :  24 : 19 
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between vis its :  8 : 21 

recom mendations for delet ion 
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coord i nator :  21 :7  
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21 : 15 ,  17 

safety: 21 : 27-29 

Confession 
esta b l i sh ing  wrongdo ing :  12 :40 .1  

to i nnocent mate :  15 :14 ;  16 :10 .5 

Congregat ion B ib le Study 
a pprova l of conductors a nd readers :  

1 : 2 .8  

cond ucti ng :  20 :19 

Congregat ion f i le  
(See Correspondence a nd records) 
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( DC-85): 21 :29 
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tions ( DC-85 i ) :  21 :29 

Congregation Meeting Attendance Record 

(S-88) :  22 : 18 

Congregat ion Service Committee: 2 
m i n isteri a l  serva nts substitut ing as mem­

bers of: 2 : 2 ;  8 : 15 

respons ib i l i t ies :  2 : 1 ,  3 

Congregation Territory Assignment (S-54) : 
23:2 

Congregation's Publisher Record (S-21) :  
22 : 12-17 

hour cred i t :  9 : 13 -14 

i nf i rm regu l a r  p ioneers :  9 : 19 

jud ic i a l  i nformat ion :  22 : 21-22 

letter of i ntrod uct ion :  22 :5  

pub l i shers who  regu l a rly move to  second 
res idence: 8 : 14 ;  22 :5  
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respons ib i l i t ies :  3 : 3  
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categor ies:  22 : 11  
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(TO-19) : 21 :4  

Report of Meeting Attendance (S-3) : 
22 : 18 

Report on Circuit Overseer's Visit With 
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contra ry to B i b le  truth : 12 : 39. 3 
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t ive d rugs:  12 : 15 .4  

momenta ry touch i ng of i nt i mate 
body pa rts or  ca ress i ng of 
breasts : 12 : 15 . 1  
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revi l i ng :  12 : 29 

sexua l  i mmora l ity (por-nei'a ) :  12 :3 -6  
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loca l doma i n  ad m i n istrators : 3 : 3 . 15 ;  
4 : 2 . 12  

JW Stream:  20:25-27 
Memori a l  a nd spec ia l  ta l k :  20 :10 

mu lt i l a ng uage f ie lds :  24 :13 
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pub l i c  witness ing :  23 :15 

select ion of l i teratu re serva nt :  1 : 2 .7 

Loca l Design/Construct ion Department 
d isasters : 26 :12  

i nspect ions :  21 : 25 

ma i ntena nce a nd repa i r :  21 : 8-14; A 
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v ideo equ i pment : 21 : 37; A 

Loca l needs parts: 20 :14 -15 

assembl ies :  20 :16 

convent ions: 20 :17 

Lying :  12 :22-23 

M 
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loca l needs pa rts : 20 :15 

newly ba ptized pub l ishers :  11 : 1  

pa rents and pregnant s isters : 1 1 : 2  

Pat ient Visitat ion Group :  1 1 :6  

travel i ng to  ca re for med ica l  needs :  
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