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Love—The Key to a Fruitful Ministry

1“Come to me, . .. and I will
refresh you.” (Matt. 11:28) Such
winsome words reflected Jesus’
deep-seated love for people. As
Christian ministers, we desire
to imitate Jesus in demonstrat-
ing our love for people who are
worn down by a loveless world.
How can we do so as we share
the good news?

2ln Word: Love for people
moved Jesus Lo take advan-
tage of every opportunity to
share the good news. (John 4:7-
14) Love will help us to over-
come hesitancy to witness in-
formally. A six-year-old girl gave
a fine witness to awoman sitting
beside her in a medical wait-
ing room. What prompted her to
do s0? She explained, “The lady

looked like she needed to know
about Jehovah.”

3We can convey our interest
in people with a sincere, warm
smile and a friendly tone of
voice. Listening carefully to the
comments of others, acknowl-
edging their concerns, and re-
flecting genuine personal inter-
est likewise demonstrate love.
(Prov. 15:23) In imitation of Je-
sus, we should emphasize the
positive Kingdom message and
Jehovah’s loving compassion for
people.—Matt. 24:14; Luke 4:18.

‘In Deed: Jesus was sensi-
tive to the needs of others in
practical, tangible ways. (Matt.
15:32) We too may have op-
portunities to perform acts of
loving-kindness while in the
ministry. One sister observed a

woman struggling to compre-
hend an important telephone
call. Our sister volunteered to
help by translating the caller’s
words. This loving act opened
the way for a Scriptural discus-
sion that helped the woman ac-
cept a Bible study. In another
case a brother making a re-
turn visit found the household-
er exasperated, having wedged a
heavy piece of furniture in the
doorway. After providing neigh-
borly assistance, the brother
was soon sitting on the couch
that he had helped move, start-
ing a Bible study with the ap-
preciative man.

5 As we share in the minis-
try, we demonstrate our love for
God and our love for neighbor.
(Matt. 22:36-40) Such demon-
stration in word and deed helps
honesthearted ones realize that
we have the truth.

“I’m Not Interested”

1That is a common reaction
to our message in some areas.
What will help us to avoid be-
coming disheartened when
faced with apathy in the territo-
ry? How might we be able to
stimulate interest in the good
news?

2 Maintain Joy: Remember-
ing why many are apathetic will
help us to maintain joy. Peo-
ple who were taught the theory
of evolution or who were raised
in an atheistic society may not
have considered the value of
the Bible. Others may be disil-
lusioned by the hypocrisy they
have observed in religion. For
some, their apathy may mirror
their frustration and hopeless-
ness. (Eph. 2:12) Some ‘take no
note’ because they are weighed

down with the anxieties of life.
—Matt. 24:37-39.

3Regardless of the negative
reaction of some, we can have
joy in the ministry, knowing
that our efforts glorify Jehovah.
(1 Pet. 4:11) In addition, talking
about the truth, even to those
who do not yet appreciate it,
strengthens our own faith. Let
us endeavor to view people in
the territory as Jehovah does.
He felt sorry for the people of
Nineveh who did not “know the
difference between their right
hand and their left.” (Jonah 4:
11) Those living in our territo-
ry need the good news! There-
fore, we should not give up but
should seek ways to stimulate
their interest in the Bible’s mes-
sage.

‘Discuss Local Concerns:
Perhaps you could bring up a
matter of local concern in your
introduction and ask the house-
holder to express his views. Lis-
ten as he speaks, then show him
the Bible’s comforting message
in response to his concerns. Af-
ter a local tragedy, one Wit-
ness expressed his sincere re-
grets at each door. “Suddenly,
the people started talking,” he
said. “I had many fine conversa-
tions that day because I showed
interest in their lives.”

5Each problem facing man-
kind will be solved by God’s
Kingdom. Try to discern the
one that most concerns the
householder. He may allow you
to explain the Bible’s message of
hope. If not, he may be willing
to listen “even another time.”
—Acts 17:32.



SERVICE MEETING SCHEDULE

Week Starting January 8

Song 12

10 min: Local announcements.
Encourage everyone to view the vid-
eo No Blood—Medicine Meels the
Challenge in preparation for the
discussion that will be held at the
Service Meeting the week of Janu-
ary 22. Using the suggestions on
page 4 or other presentations ap-
propriate for your territory, dem-
onstrate how to offer the Janu-
ary 15 Watchtower and the January
Awake! In one of the demonstra-
tions, show how to handle the
potential conversation stopper
“I'm busy.”—See Reasoning book,
pp. 19-20.

15 min: Benefit From Examining
the Scriptures Daily. Talk and audi-
ence discussion based on the fore-
word of Examining the Scriptures
Daily—2007. Discuss the need for
all to take a few minutes each day
to consider the Scripture text and
comments. Arrange in advance for
one or two to comment on their
routine for considering the text and
how they have benefited. Conclude
with a brief discussion of the year-
text for 2007.

20 min: Reach Everyone With the
Good News. Talk and audience dis-
cussion based on Organized to Do
Jehovah’s Will, page 92 to the sub-
heading on page 102.

Song 165 and concluding prayer.

Week Starting January 15
Song 93

10 min: Local announcements. Se-
lected Announcements from Our
Kingdom Ministry.

15 min: Is Something Holding You
Back? A talk by an elder based on
the April 1, 2002, issue of The Waich-
tower, pages 13-15.

20 min: “I'm Not Interested.”¥
When discussing paragraph 4, ask
the audience what issues are of in-
terest in the local territory. Have
two brief demonstrations showing
how to overcome the potential con-
versation stopper “I'm not interest-
ed.”"—See Reasoning book, p. 16.
Song 135 and concluding prayer.

Week Starting January 22
Song 224

10 min: Local announcements.
Read accounts report and donation
acknowledgments. Using the sug-
gestions on page 4 or other presen-
tations appropriate for your territo-
ry, demonstrate how to offer the
February 1 Waichiower and the
February Awake! In one of the pre-
sentations, demonstrate making a
return visit on a magazine-route
call.

10 min: Local needs.

25 min: “The Highest Quality of
Medical Care—What Is It?” To be
handled by an elder. Get right into
a discussion of the No Blood video
with the audience, using the ques-
tions that are provided in the arti-
cle. Conciude by reading the last
paragraph and encouraging all to
review carefully the cited Waich-
tower articles.

Song 188 and concluding prayer.

Week Starting January 29

Song 55

10 min: Local announcements.
Remind publishers to turn in field
service reports for January. Men-
tion the literature offer for Feb-
ruary, and have one presentation
demonstrated.

20 min: “Are You Prepared for a
Natural Disaster?”* To be handled
by an elder. Include comments on
the November 2005 Our Kingdom
Ministry, page 3.

15 min: If You Promise to Return,
Return. Talk and audience discus-
sion based on the September 15,
1999, Waichiower, page 11. Invite
audience to relate experiences that
show how they were blessed by re-
turning as promised.

Song 137 and concluding prayer.

Week Starting February 5
Song 3

10 min: Local announcements.

15 min: This IsWhoI Am! Talk and

audience discussion. Some youths
are reluctant to identify themselves

as Jehovah's Witnesses because
they feel their peers may ridicule
them. However, there are good rea-
sons to identify who you are. Teach-
ers who know your beliefs are more
likely to respect them and not in-
sist that you participate in some-
thing inappropriate. Unprincipled
youths will not be 80 quick to in-
vite you to share with them in mis-
conduct. Others will more readily
understand your decisions regard-
ing matters such as dating or en-
gaging in school sports and other
extracurricular activities. You will
also feel less apprehensive about
witnessing in school or meeting a
classmate while preaching in the
territory. (g02 3/22 p. 12) Invite pub-
lishers to comment on how they
benefited by identifying themselves
as Jehovah's Witnesses in school.
One or two comments may be ar-
ranged in advance.

20 min: “Love—The Key to a
Fruitful Ministry.”* Include
comments on the February 1,
2003, Watchtower, page 23, para-
graphs 16-17.

Song 83 and concluding prayer.

*

Limit introductory comments
to less than a minute, and follow
with a question-and-answer dis-
cussion.

SEPTEMBER SERVICE REPORT

Av Av A Av
Nurnber of: Hrs. Mags. RV BiSt

Sp'l Pios. 286 102.7 78.5 38.4 3.6

Pios. 100,627 68.3 45.5 20.4 1.9

Aux.Pios. 38,198 50.9 37.4 12.2 1.0

Pubs. 885,827 10.0 8.7 3.50.3

TOTAL 1,024,938 Baptized: 1,727

We are happy to report a new peak
in regular pioneers! The total of
100,627 regular pioneers reporting
isan increase of 3,105 over the pre-
vious peak of 97,522 in December
of 2005. This is the first time we
have exceeded one hundred thou-
sand regular pioneers.
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