ST:SK February 1, 2008
TO ALL BODIES OF ELDERS
Dear Brothers:
Re: Attending the Pioneer Service School Abroad
With many pioneers coming to Britain to assist with our multi-language field and others
moving to Britain for personal reasons, we are finding that there is an increasing number who
request attendance at a Pioneer Service School abroad. We therefore feel it is an appropriate
time to write and explain the procedure involved in making these arrangements and provide
some suggestions that will help with our administration in the branch office.
It is understandable and preferable for students to attend a class in a language in which
they can gain the greatest benefit. As you know, all Pioneer Service Schools in Britain are
conducted in English, so we appreciate why many make the wise decision to attend a class in
another country in their mother tongue. During the last two years we have arranged for regular
pioneers to attend classes in Brazil, Ethiopia, Germany, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, and the United
States. Pioneers have recently attended classes in Amharic, Danish, French, Greek, Italian,
Japanese, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, and Tamil. The number of countries we now
correspond with regarding Pioneer Service Schools is greatly increasing as are the numbers of
different languages that our regular pioneers are attending classes in.
What should you do if a regular pioneer in your congregation wants to attend a
Pioneer Service School and requests attendance in a class in another country? At the
outset, the service committee should write to the Pioneer School Desk providing information
about this request. Please provide the full name of the pioneer and their pioneer identification
number and whether or not they will require accommodation. It would also be helpful to receive
details concerning any preference as to where in the country they would like to attend the school.
For instance, it may be that they would like to associate with pioneers from a previous
congregation or use the opportunity to stay with family or friends.
If we agree that the pioneer qualifies to attend the Pioneer Service School, we will write
to the branch office of the desired country and ask them to make the necessary arrangements. In
some instances it may not be possible to attend the country of origin, but another country may be
hosting classes in the desired language. As soon as we have received their confirmation that the
pioneer may attend we shall correspond with you, providing details relating to the venue and
dates of the class. Eventually we will send you the enrolment record for the class together with
other necessary information that we receive.
All the arrangements should be made between the respective branch offices. You
should not write to another branch office directly or encourage the pioneer to contact a circuit
overseer who may be instructing at a class in another country unless we ask you to do so.
Pioneers should not assume that it is possible for them to attend. They should not book flights
until we have confirmed the arrangements. Also, those attending the school for a second time
may not have sufficient years of full-time service required to be enrolled in a school for that
country.
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As you will appreciate, a great deal of administration is involved in making the
arrangements for regular pioneers to attend the Pioneer Service School in another country. We
occasionally find that some bodies of elders and regular pioneers are a little casual in the way
these arrangements are made, resulting in a lot of extra work for both branch offices involved.
Sometimes arrangements are changed or cancelled by the pioneer at very short notice. We
would therefore be grateful if you could keep in mind the following reminders:


Prior to confirming the dates and venue that the pioneers would like to attend, please
make certain they can have the time off from their secular employment.



Do the dates coincide with a circuit visit, assembly, or convention they may wish to
attend?



If required, can they obtain a valid visa in time for the class? Do they have a current
passport?



Are there health problems or family situations that would make it very difficult for them
to attend a class abroad?



Can they afford the financial cost of travelling to another country?



If a pioneer is pregnant or has special needs, have matters been considered in a practical
and realistic way?



Do they really want to attend a school in another country?

Please be assured that we are very pleased to make arrangements for our regular pioneers
to attend the Pioneer Service School in other countries. We also fully appreciate that “time and
unforeseen occurrence” can befall all of us and often the best made plans have to be altered.
(Eccl. 9:11) Yet we believe that if careful consideration is given to these points by bodies of
elders all will benefit.
Some of our regular pioneers would love to be able to travel to another country and hear
the Pioneer Service School in their mother tongue but cannot due to circumstances. They have
had to wait until they have a good enough grasp of the English language to attend a class in
Britain. In this way, they show they are being “modest in walking” with Jehovah. (Mic. 6:8)
Most of the regular pioneers that request attendance at schools in other countries are in foreignlanguage congregations in Britain. However, on occasion, the regular pioneer who has another
language as a mother tongue, is in an English congregation. We are therefore asking all elders to
be aware of this direction and for Congregation Service Committees particularly to read this
letter carefully. This letter supersedes our letter to all bodies of elders ST April 1, 2005.
Thank you for your co-operation and for giving this matter your close consideration. If
you have any questions about pioneers attending schools in other countries, please do not
hesitate to contact the Pioneer School Desk in the Service Department and we will be pleased to
help.
We take this opportunity to send our warm Christian love and best wishes.
Your brothers,

c:

Travelling Overseers

